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the Atlantic. This gigantic river system contains 45,000
miles of navigable water communication, and is further
connected by a natural navigable canal with the basin of
the Orinoko, so that eastern Venezuela and all Guiana are
actually a vast insular territory entirely surrounded by
water. It is little wonder that, with these means of access
to almost all parts of the tropical South American interior,
this continent was so quickly traversed and conquered by
Spaniards and Portuguese, or that these facilities were so
early envied by the other nations of western Europe.

The first and greatest pioneer on the Amazons, and
the one who discovered the main course of this marvellous
river from near its source to its mouth, was FRANCISCO DE
ORELLANA. His expedition arose out of that of Gonzalo
Pizarro.

GONZALO PIZARRO was the brother of the cruel con-
quistador, Francisco Pizarro, who for his services to
Spain in the conquest of Peru and Ecuador had been made
a marquis. The Marquis Pizarro had heard from the
ancient Incas of Cuzco, that beyond the city of Quito (the
region we now know as Ecuador) and beyond the limits
of the empire formerly ruled by the Incas, there was a
wide region where cinnamon grew.1 Spice trees had been
discovered, in 1536, east of the Andes, on the highlands
of Ecuador sloping to the great plain of the Amazons.
The Marquis Don Francisco de Pizarro resolved to send
his brother, Gonzalo, to investigate this spice-bearing
region.

Accordingly Gonzalo left Quito in 1539 with 150
Spanish horsemen and about 200 foot soldiers, 4000 Amer-

1 The cinnamon tree referred to was probably a species of Eitgrnia, m any case
a member, like the real cinnamon of Ceylon, of the Laurel family. But the cinnamon
spice of Ceylon is derived from the inner bark of the branches. This South American
cinnamon comes from the acorn-like fruits of a tall, large-leaved, laurel-like tree.